news

N E W S L E T T E R

D A T E

A publication of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin County

Celebrating 50 Years of Mentoring in Franklin County

SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:


Since 1967 Big Brothers Big
Sisters has been delivering it’s
award winning mentoring
programs to the youth of
Franklin County! With an
estimated 5000 youth being
served over the past 50 years
Big Brothers Big Sisters has
had BIG impact here in the
Pioneer Valley!

50 Years of
Mentoring in
Franklin County
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“It’s an exciting milestone for
us” said Danielle LetourneauTherrien, Executive Director.
“We are seeing first-hand the
positive effects our programs
have had through generations of Franklin County residents. Ten percent of our
current volunteer mentors
had been Littles themselves –
these positive relationships
really do trickle down
through the years.”
“These matches change the
life of both the volunteer and
the child for the better, often
forever” said LetourneauTherrien. “We know our pro-

grams work, and we are
proud to serve the more than
150 children, and their families every year.”
Back in 1967, the agency was

Kevin (Little) & Josh (Big)
celebrating their 1 year
match anniversary!
referred to as the Big Brother
Association and matched its
first ten boys. It wasn’t until
1974 when they merged with
the Big Sister Association of
Franklin County that they
formed what is now Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin County – and hired their
first director.

With the launch of the first of
its kind school—based mentoring program, Big Brothers
Big Sisters partnered with
Deerfield Academy to begin
using high school juniors and
seniors as mentors. This
model has been replicated by
Big Brothers Big Sisters’ agencies nationwide.
“We really were the pioneers
of the adolescent site-based
mentoring program, and it
has proven incredibly successful,” said Ericka Almeida,
Marketing and Development
Coordinator. “National studies have shown that Big
Brothers Big Sisters mentored
children are 46% less likely
than their peers to begin illegal drug use, they are 52%
less likely to skip a day of
school and 33% more likely to
report that they trusted their
parents and felt supported.
These are game changers for
some kids!”

Bigs & Littles Conquer Monadnock
Our monthly match
activities often
include the opportunity for adventure! Just ask these
brave Bigs and
Littles who climbed
to the top of Mt
Monadnock, in
BBBS
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Jaffrey, NH at the end of May!
Led by Program Services Supervisor Jennifer Webster, the
group spent a Sunday afternoon
learning about and supporting
one another on this “challenging”
hike. “I was so proud of this
group, I watched them work

2017

together, encouraging each other
along the way. The real reward came
at seeing them realize their accomplishments,” said Webster.

For more information
on becoming a
BIG
www.bbbs-fc.org
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Message from the Director
Of all the smells that remind me of summer: the smell of grass and bicycle chain grease, sunscreen and bug spray, the most surprising are the smell from the cool inside of a library, and
that smell of a well-worn paperback. As a child, I received book suggestions by teachers,
friends, or a friendly librarian. As a kickoff to this summer, I’d love to share some of my favorite
reads, and the memories the titles evoke, from when I was the age of our Littles here at Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin County.

“I like to share my

love of reading”
Danielle LetourneauTherrien
Executive Director

Danny and the Dinosaur When I read this book in 1st grade I pretended the protagonist, Danny,
was a girl, and the dinosaur was ‘hers’, instead of his. This book was written in 1958, but it
held up in 1981 and still holds up today. It is also a great read aloud book. I think all kids go
through a dinosaur phase, and this book marked the start of mine.
Bungee Venture The story of two siblings who travel back in time to search for their father, an
inventor who gets himself lost. They meet and befriend a strange creature in the age of the dinosaurs. To me, the Bungee was part dinosaur, part alien, and the time travel part was so fascinating. I still own a copy, following me since age 8, which is good because I hear it’s out of print. I
let my nephews borrow it, and I better get it back!
James and the Giant Peach This was the first Roald Dahl book I ever read, and it’s just right for 912 year-olds. When I first read it, I could nearly taste that succulent peach. This is classic story
people are now familiar with, yet I still think the book does a better job of setting the scene inside
that peach than any movie ever did. Just thinking about it makes me excited we are going to have
local peaches this summer!
When I was 11, I really got into reading Laura Ingalls Wilder, including Little House on the Prairie. I
was drawn in by the detailed descriptions of the house itself, and of all the work they had to do
just to survive on the prairie from the point of view of a girl my age.
Island of the Blue Dolphins – A story of a young girl stranded alone for years on an island off
the California coast. I didn’t know until recently that it is based on the true story of Juana Maria,
a Nicoleño Native American left alone for 18 years on San Nicolas Island during the 19th century.
Where the Red Fern Grows - This was rather first book that make me cry real tears when I was
reading it. The story is about boy and his dog, Old Dan, who perishes while saving him from a
mountain lion. It’s about so much more, too, and I recommend it to adults as well.
Wrinkle in Time—and the rest of the series by Madeline L’Engle are among my favorites childhood reads. This was the Harry Potter of my time, with magic and time travel and Meg as a strong
female character that I really connected to.
Tiger Eyes—Judy Blume is known for introducing young adult readers to mature and serious
themes, and this book is no exception in its dealing with trauma and death. This is a devastating
story of a 15-year old girl whose father is killed, and whose family has to move across the country.
Davey’s character is so real and moving. This could be a good book for a teen who is dealing with
loss.
Before the teenage vampires of the Twilight Series, there was Ann Rice. This book came out when
I was 16, and my uncle gave me a used copy of The Witching Hour for my birthday. It is the first in
the “the Mayfair Witches” series and this one features a green-eyed protagonist named Rowan,
set in New Orleans. The stories are a little scary, so definitely for older teens and young adults. I
still have a shelf full of Ann Rice.
Reincarnation of Peter Proud – I read this as part of Ms. Cassidy’s coveted “psychic literature”
English elective as a 17-year-old at Turners Falls High School. I read it at least 2 more times that
summer. I may revisit it this year.
I like to share my love of reading with the important kiddos in my life. There is something about
diving deep into a book, where children can pretend they are on an adventure, unsupervised by
prying adult eyes.
Thanks for letting me share, and Happy Summer!
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A Lifetime Match
nie & Brian have

Brian (Big)
declared that this
Daniell

is a “lifetime
(Little) &
Genie (Big) match!”
at the Red
“Since Danielle is
Sox
“Amazed by the love we have
together” is how Genie and
Brian Casey describe their relationship with their Little Danielle. This trio has been together for 6 years in 2017 and Ge-

almost an adult
we find ourselves to be a support for her” says Genie. Over
the past 6 years this match has
met most weeks. They currently spend their time together
hanging out, cooking and talk-

ing. Over the years their outings
have included kayaking, attending Big Brothers Big Sister’s
events, biking, gardening and
acting in local theater productions together. “It’s really hard
to put into words the feeling
you have in your heart” said
Genie.
Congratulations Genie, Brian
and Danielle on 6 years
matched and a lifetime of love!
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“It’s really
hard to put
into words the
feeling you
have in your
heart”
~Genie Casey

Enrolling Now for Friday Night Mentoring!
Big Brothers Big Sisters has fall
openings in its Northfield
Mount Hermon and Deerfield
Academy Friday night mentoring programs!
Children between the of ages 611 are matched in one-to-one
mentoring relationships with
students from these schools.
The child and their mentor

meet most Friday nights on the
school campus for an evening
of fun activities including dinner
in the dining hall, arts and
crafts, sports, dance performances and even BINGO!

They are less likely than their
peers to start drinking alcohol,
less likely to skip school and
report that they trusted their
parents and felt supported by
parents and friends.

Big Brothers Big Sisters staff is
on site during the program to
ensure a fun and safe environment!

We are enrolling now. Visit us
on the web: www.bbbs-fc.org
or phone 413 772 0915.
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Research has shown that children in our programs are less
likely to begin illegal drug use.

Support Mentoring Through Monthly Giving
Did you know we are 100% donor funded? And did you know
that we need your support all
year-long to ensure we are able
to match Bigs & Littles?
You can help!
For the cost of a cheeseburger
each month you can change the
life of a child for the better, often
forever.
We invite you to join us as we
launch our monthly giving
campaign! For as little as ten

dollars a month you can have
immediate and direct impact on
the life of a child, right here in
Franklin County.
Your monthly donation supports
our carefully screened and professionally supported mentoring
programs and allows us to serve
more youth.
We’ve made it simple for you to
become a monthly donor. Access
our webpage at www.bbbs-fc.org,
click the Monthly Giving tab and

register your monthly
pledge.
Without you there is
no us!
Please consider giving
monthly.

Without you,
there is no us!

Board of Directors
Michael Ramon—President
Cindy Bayer– Vice President
Christina Gay-Treasurer
Laurel Jablonski– Secretary
Meg Palmeri
Richard Colgan
Charles Choleva
Kirsten Wedegartner
Jessica Lubanski
Susan Emond
Ashley Braziel
Nancy Gifford
Mark Scandling

16 Court Square
Greenfield, MA 01301
413 772-0915

Our mission is to provide children
facing adversity with strong and enduring, professionally supported 1-to1 relationships that change their lives
for the better, forever.

Upcoming Events
September 7, 2017—Franklin County Fair Parade
November 28, 2017—Giving Tuesday
January is National Mentoring Month
January 2018—5th Annual Trivia Night

Our Littles can reach new heights when
they have a caring mentor!

April 13, 2018—Bowl for Kids’ Sake Shelburne Falls Bowling Alley
April 14, 2018—Bowl for Kids’ Sake French King Bowling Center
May 2018—Valley Gives Day
May 6, 2018—Future Begins Here Gala

www.bbbs-fc.org

