
4000 pieces of candy to 

parade goers as they 

made their way through 

the streets of Greenfield.   

“We see so many smiling 

faces along the parade 

route. It’s heartwarming 

to see so many of the 

children and families in 

our programs out sup-

porting our community” 

added Webster. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters  is a 

proud partner of the United 

Way of Franklin County. 

For more information on be-

coming a BIG or enrolling a 

Little visit us on the web. 

www.bbbs-fc.org 

For the second year in a row 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Franklin County had the hon-

or of leading the Franklin 

County Fair Parade through 

Greenfield!  

On Thursday Septem-

ber 7th, more than 40 

BIGS, Littles, BBBS 

Board Members and 

Staff donned their pur-

ple t-shirts and 

marched the parade 

route. The parade kicks 

off the 169 year old 

county fair. 

Pulled by a John Deere 

Tractor from Pedula Brothers 

of Greenfield, our hay wagon 

float was decked out in pur-

ple and decorations, cele-

brating our 50th Anniversary!  

“This is such a wonderful way 

for us to connect with the 

community we serve, our 

Bigs and Littles love to par-

ticipate each year,” said 

Jennifer Webster the Pro-

gram Services Supervisor. 

Littles who marched had the 

thrill of throwing more than 

Leading the Way 
2017 Franklin County Fair Parade 
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Brain Teaser 
What popular Big Brothers Big Sisters event takes place the last     

Saturday in January each year and features lots of laughs,                    

a celebrity guest and cash prizes? 
(answer on page 4) 



 

Back to School has a special feeling for nearly everyone I know, especially 

people who work with children. Here at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin County it means 

tender reunions at our school-based programs, watching High School Seniors reconnect with 

7, 8, and 9-year-olds who missed them terribly all summer; it means Community Bigs and 

Littles getting back to routines and regular outings together after school or on weekends; it 

means making sure we have 30 pumpkins for our most popular Big/Little match activity in 

October. 

And all this autumnal activity revolves around school, particularly the local public-school cal-

endar, as one of the most essential parts of a child’s world. Our job as mentors and as profes-

sionals who support mentors, is to foster a safe and secure environment around the edges 

of school, so children can be ready and able to learn.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters is an evidence-based mentoring model that works right here in Frank-

lin County. We have results. In June, I was excited to “run the numbers”, based on the results 

of the surveys we administer to our matches each year. We do this in part because Big Broth-

ers Big Sisters of Franklin County is a proud United Way of Franklin County Partner Agency 

under the area of education, and because we also report academic outcomes for the Boston-

based Mass Mentoring Partnership, but it is also personally satisfying to see how the hard 

work of our staff and mentors is solidified in statistical form. And because I like math, and I 

like science! 

One of our yearly objectives is that our Little Brothers and Sisters will demonstrate improve-

ment in attitude toward school as a result of their relationship with their Big. Our 2017 local 

surveys revealed that 55% of our matched youth showed this improved attitude toward 

school. We also saw other academic gains: 69% showed increased academic performance, 

66% showed increased classroom participation, 59% had improved classroom behavior and 

58% showed improved school preparedness. Additionally, local matched children show gains 

in social and emotional learning: 87 % of matched youth have better self-confidence, 76% are 

better able to express their feelings, 71% show improved relationships with peers.   

Mentoring works, but it is also cost-effective. A study published by Wilder Research shows 

that for every dollar invested in effective mentoring programs, like BBBSFC, there is a re-

turn of $2.72. That return comes from projected increases in lifetime earnings by giving 

youth facing adversity in their lives a guiding hand and view to opportunities. It means they 

are less likely to engage in risky behaviors. Young people with Bigs are more likely to stay in 

school, more prepared for the workforce and able to engage in positive social relationships. 

These mentoring relationships support children and strengthen our communities for very 

little cost, and reaches 

Back to School holds more meaning for me, since it is a time to reset the expectations I 

have for myself as an adult in the world, and when I get to witness reconnections between 

children and Mentors; Littles and Bigs who may have been strangers just a year ago. I see 

delight and adoration in the eyes of a Little Sister holding her Bigs hand as they talk about 

their summers, I see a Big Brother and his new Little excited to march in the Franklin Coun-

ty Fair Parade in their matching T-shirts, throwing candy to the parade spectators. I see 

potential, and joy, and I know from the science that it is so much more. Enjoy the new 

year.    

-Danielle 

Danielle Letourneau-

Therrien 

Executive Director 
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The United Way’s Blooming 

Backpack event helped put a 

smile on the faces of more than 

300 children in Franklin County 

in August! 

The initiative, held annually 

through the Women’s way of 

the United Way, collects donat-

ed backpacks filled with school 

supplies and distributes them 

to students in need through 

their partner agencies.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Franklin County was fortunate 

to receive 60 backpacks this 

year. “We help connect stu-

dents and their families with 

these much needed resources”, 

said Danielle Letourneau-

Therrien Executive Director of 

BBBSFC. “And with the cost of 

school supplies continuing to 

rise there is a greater need 

from those our agency serves”.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters of 

Franklin County is a proud 

partner agency of The United 

Way.   

mentor meet most Friday 

nights throughout the academic 

year on the school campus for 

an evening of fun activities in-

cluding dinner in the dining hall, 

arts and crafts, sports, dance 

performances and even BINGO! 

Research has shown that chil-

dren in our programs are less 

likely to begin illegal drug use.  

They are less likely than their 

peers to start drinking alcohol, 

less likely to skip school and 

report that they trusted their 

parents and felt supported by 

parents and friends. 

We are enrolling now.  Visit us 

on the web: www.bbbs-fc.org 

or phone 413 772 0915. 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is en-

rolling now for its Deerfield 

Academy and Northfield 

Mount Hermon Friday night 

mentoring programs! 

Children between the ages  

of 6-11 are matched in one-

to-one mentoring relation-

ships with students from these 

schools.  The child and their 

Enrolling Now for Friday Night Mentoring! 
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Christina Gay-Treasurer 

Laurel Jablonski– Secretary 
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Kirsten Wedegartner 
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Susan Emond 

Ashley Braziel 
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Mark Scandling 

Michael Robinson 
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Naomi Levine 

Meet  
Our  
Staff Jennifer Webster 

Program Supervisor 

 

Ericka Almeida 

Marketing & Development 
Coordinator 

Lee Scheffey 

Program Coordinator 

Lorena Nañez-Bonilla 
Deerfield Academy 

Program Coordinator 

Andrea DeIuliis 
Northfield Mount Hermon 

Program Coordinator 



 

Upcoming Events 

16 Court Square 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

413 772-0915 

 

November 28, 2017—Giving Tuesday 

January is National Mentoring Month 

January 27, 2018—5th Annual Trivia Night 

April 13, 2018—Bowl for Kids’ Sake Shelburne 

Falls Bowling Alley  

April 14, 2018—Bowl for Kids’ Sake French King 

Bowling Center 

Answer: TRIVIA NIGHT! 

Save the date! 

January 27, 2018 

www.bbbs-fc.org 


